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Proposal To Form 
National Work Teams
 For Violence Against Children And Adolescents

To the NGOs and NGO networks for the defense and promotion of the rights of children and adolescents in Latin America and the Caribbean who are part of REDLAMYC

BACKGROUND
The United Nations Secretary-General’s Study on Violence against Children and adolescents has the confirmed the urgent necessity to strengthen actions from various sectors to do away with this complex, widespread problem.

This Study is a fundamental starting point that shows the priorities and lines of action to be developed on international, regional and national levels.  There is so much remains to be done, principly to comply with the observations derived from the Study, dealing with aspects from the creation of protection and prevention systems, to the collecting of data with child participation as its central axis.

It is up to us, NGOs and networks, to strengthen the necessary articulations and actions
  that will  made that the observations can be complied with due priority by our governments and make a point in the international and regional systems,  avoiding their ending as one more of the many points lost  in  agendas
One of the specific observations for the follow up of the general observations of the Study says:
In the light of the contribution of regional organizations in the development of the Study, regional entities should be involved in the implementation of and follow-up to its recommendations. The further development of regional mechanisms should be encouraged as an important part of the overall framework for follow-up.
In this same way, one year after presenting his first report on the Study of Violence, the independent expert, Sergio Pinheiro, makes a fundamental appeal: The 12 overarching recommendations made by the study maintain their decisive relevance and should be further pursued as a matter of urgency, and he stresses the importance on national and regional levels of the civil society, the non governmental organisms and the children.
PROPOSAL
As representatives of Redlamyc within the Consulting Council of NGOs for the Study of the Secretary General of UN on violence against children in Latin America and the Caribbean- Helen van der Wal and Gerardo Sauri from the Coalitions of the Caribbean and Latin America- we consider it necessary to strengthen the interlocution mechanisms  between the NGOs and  networks of the region articulated within our Network to face the situation of violence affecting children and adolescents in our countries and to make sure the impulse generated by the Study as an opportunity to commit the States to fulfill the observations  about the rights of children is not wasted; as is emphasized by Pinheiro in his first report.

Thus we are calling for national work teams regarding violence against children and adolescents, those has to be formed with the following four main objectives:
· Keep the information on violence against children and adolescents updated in all our countries.
· Create an articulated impact regarding the proposals of the Study on Violence within the legislative framework and the national public policies and the international formal and non formal systems.

· Collaborate with the Special Representative of the Secretary General of the UN to develop the follow up of the Observations of the Study

· Promote urgent actions to stop violence against children or adolescents in all our countries.

We encourage these work teams to make use of our participation in the Consulting Council to provide a better vision within the international scenarios of the situation that prevails in Latin America and the Caribbean.

Please consider the following criteria to form the work teams:

· If possible their configuration is to be convened by the national NGO coalitions in order to use their platforms. In the countries that provided candidates for the Consulting Council, these persons could be key interlocutors in convening.

· In the work teams, representatives of NGOs should participate and also academic institutions that develop actions or programs  regarding any form of violence against children and adolescents as well as other social or political actors relevant to promote the said observations.
· Convene organizations to these groups that focus on issues such as gender violence that they may contribute their vision and experience.

· That the invited organizations may reflect each country`s cultural and territorial diversity.

· There is to be a special sensibility towards promoting child participation in the actions planned.

· They are to be willing to articulate with other work teams of other countries and with the members of the Consulting Council through virtual or actual means.
· They are to be willing to advance towards the goals set out in this invitation.
SUMMARIZING
The work teams are to be formed based on work done in the framework of the   V Ibero American Forum of NGOs called “Security and Human Development, Axis for a System of Total Development of Children and Adolescents” which will take place in the city of San Salvador from the 16-18 June.  Once their relevance is checked, those who taking part in the meeting will be responsible for spreading the information in their countries, thus promoting the configuration of national groups in the framework of REDLAMYC and  the initiation of interlocution mechanisms as also setting up a regional work plan towards the proposed objectives.
Please send us your communications to Hellen van Der Wal or Gerardo Sauri

Thank you,
Hellen and Gerardo

Please submit your information to:
Gerardo Sauri

Executive Director 
Red por los Derechos de la Infancia en México

Av. México - Coyoacán 350, Col. General Anaya,

México DF, CP 03340, México

Phones: (52 55) 5604 2466 / 5604 3239 / 5604 2458 / 56 01 71 33

Fax: (52 55) 56 04 24 66

Cell : (52 55) 537319118 

E-mail: gsauri@derechosinfancia.org.mx 
auroract@derechosinfancia.org.mx

Hellen A. van der Wal  
Representative for the Caribbean

President Child Helpline Aruba

President Community & Crime Research Foundation 

Washington 43, Noord, Aruba (DWI)

Phones: (297) 593 50 86 / 586 35 42 / 588 66 95

E-mail: hellenvanderwal@setarnet.aw 

grupolac.accioncontraviolencia@gmail.com
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