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Framework for the Year

A. Promote, in the Region, Sub-regions, and in every country  actions to improve the quality of life of all children and adolescents within the framework of the Convention on Children’s rights. The commitments relating to Children undertaken both by Governments as by the Civil Society are to be made known in order to guarantee  active commitment by the governments.

B. Guarantee, during all this process, the active participation of the different forms of Organizations of the Civil Society as also of Children and Adolescents.

Objectives

A. Strengthen and extend the role of the Latin American and Caribbean network for

the defense of the rights of children and adolescents as  valid interlocutors in the regional process promoting and exchanging information that is necessary for the knowledge, analysis and making decisions in each country, sub-region and region.

Thus the principles of the Convention are more likely to be included in the national    processes in favour of childhood which take place in all countries.

B. Strengthen an information system (Web, electronic bulletin, interactive       
        communication) to allow the Region to be updated on the processes of each country and of  the sub-regions; to be informed of the existing documents and those that are being produced and providing a space for exchange and support of  the national situations when it is deemed necessary.

C. Promote and formalize the follow up of the National Plans of Action for 

Children on a regional, sub-regional and national level in order to guarantee

that they are designed and implemented in each country within the framework

of the commitments undertaken by the governments during the Special Session

D. Promote and increase the participation of Children and Adolescents in all 

subjects concerning them.

        Activities

        The principal activities with the largest support have been broken down into areas

1) Area of Information

2) Area of Connection

3) Area of Child Participation

4) Area of National Plans of Action  for Children

5) Area  for enhancement and interchange 

1) Area of information 

This is the most important area for this period.

Its aim is to strengthen the Network as a virtual interactive centre of information

through the web,as also an electronic bulletin in order to ensure adequate,

opportune and true democratic information in the region.

For its development the web is to be updated taking into account all 

contributions in order to facilitate access to the information and ensure both  quality and legitimacy within the framework of rights. 

       the web will have the necessary space for the

· Collection of the regional information

· Diffusion based on zones, themes, age groups etc.

· Updating on what is being done and how regarding the rights of children in the countries

· Connect national efforts towards a regional vision for the defense of children’s rights .

· Connect programmes, organizations, interests

· Create a space to link regional webs of interest and information

· Keep an update on all those who integrate the Network

· Highlight interesting or urgent subjects

     2)  Connecting Area
a) Establish a periodic get together with those belonging to the network with an open, inclusive attitude:

1. This togetherness will include information received by all

the actors related to the network. It will also promote actions 

regarding the regional reality , fundamentally to mobilize and stimulate all actions to be undertaken on a local level by the

actors themselves without external support.

2. Promote the interrelations between the members, supporting 

and promoting meeting of civil society and children and adolescents with the representatives of governments, countries and international organisms both on a country and regional level to undertake joint actions for children.

3. Highlight positive practices to show the existing capacity of

the civil society, children and adolescents as a model to be borne in mind.

b) Promote and strengthen the link between the international and regional invigilation organisms and definers of children policies with the members of the Network to simplify the search for answers in situations of interest.  At the same time for the members of the Network to share and send information denouncing, claiming and alerting as to situations in the countries.

c) Within the organisms to be taken into account we would wish to point out,UNICEF Regional,IIC ( OAS ),IIHR,Group of Rio,Committee on the right of the Child of the UN ( Geneve ), the Interamerican Comission for Human Rights ( OAS ), the Childhood advysor  for the ICHR ( OAS ), NGO Group for the Convention ( Geneve ) ,NGO Committe On UNICEF,Global Movement for Children GMfC ,amongst others.

3) Children Participation Area

           Promote and sponsor development to guarantee childhood participation in different

areas of their interest.

1. Support the initiative taken by a group of children and adolescents of the region to consolidate a regional network openly ensuring a clear definition of its aims.

2. Create a website  centred on childhood participation, directed by a group of children and adolescents to bring information, exchange and permanence to the site.

3. Support a group of adolescents of the region to lead the regional  space, in a close relationshipt with the coordination of the adult network and ensuring the legitimacy and relevancy of childhood contribution.

4. Ensure the support of national NGOs to be in charge of the process and participation within the country as also the initial support of the adolescents of the process.

5. Allow for virtual interchange as also training programmes or meetings for the adolescents who facilitate, motivate the network

6. Define with them:
Focal Points

Aims for the Network

Periodic communication

Practical training,  Scholarships

This will be based on existing experiences regarding participation on a country and regional  level and the first evaluation of this process is to be the mid March meeting in Ecuador

4) Area of National Plans of Action for Children

    Support the invigilation concerning design and implementation of the National Plans of Action for children in each of the countries of the region as seen from a regional point of view and acting directly in the countries with priority.

1. The network is to be kept informed of all the materials regarding             

The NPAs both  at present and  in development. Information regarding the NPA that are being completed  as well as the achievements and the difficulties encountered are to be distributed through the web.

2. Priority will be given to those countries that, according to the 

diagnosis, have most difficulties or that have actually requested the support of the network  (Argentina, Brazil, Venezuela among others)

3. Support will imply transfer of methodology, identification of 

Basic documents, visits to the country insofar a the situation and the countries deem it necessary.

        5) Area for Enhancement and Interchange
1. Promote meetings between the different participants of the network with the persons responsible for the decisions connected with childhood in the region. Priority is to be given to the members of the Committee on the

rights of children of the region, keeping up contact with the Group of Rio,the members of SECIB, UNICEF and the organizing commission of the social Forum of 2005 where, as it will be held in Brazil, presence and regional participation will be enhanced.

2. Generate a regional area for necessary debate to uphold a position as 

as  regards certain subjects for a REGIONAL AGENDA:

  .  JUVENILE JUSTICE

  .   PROTECTION OF RIGHTS

  .   MACRO POLICIES TO INCIDE IN THE HH RR ISSUES IN THE

      REGION

  .
CHILD PARTICIPATION

  .   FEASIBLE AND SUCCESSFUL STRATEGIES 

  .   SYSTEMATIZE THE HISTORY OF THE FIGHT FOR 

      CHILDRENS RIGHTS IN EACH COUNTRY AND IN THE 

      REGION ( since CRC to find lessons learned )  
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