Declaration of the Children and Adolescents participating in the

1st World Congress on the Rights of Children and Adolescents.

Venezuela,November ,2003
“GREAT DOCUMENT”

Between the 23rd and 28th  of November 2003, we, the children and adolescents of Latin America got together on the island of Margarita, Nueva Esparta, Venezuela to discuss and consider the reality we face day by day in our region and in the world.  Our legal basis were the basic documents in each of the countries and the International Convention on the Rights of the Child as a legal reference framework to acknowledge our active citizenship.

What we express below in this document is the result of profound thinking, considerations and analysis issued from our experience as children and adolescents wanting to make real contributions to the society  thus contributing to the development of the rights to be acknowledged by all countries.  This document is the product of hard work in panels, workshops and round tables that have not only enriched our intellect but have allowed us to learn about and share each of the cultures, values and traditions that are present in Latin America.

We are worried to ascertain that our rights are constantly being violated and offended. Therefore we would like to commit ourselves to undertake actions  in our regions to continue promoting our task in favor of the human Rights of Children and Adolescents and lift our voices towards an “Appropriate World for Children”.

The Great Document is the name we have given to the global result of our work in the 1st. World Congress on the Rights of Children and Adolescents which is the starting point for each country present in order to represent the children and adolescents of  the whole world.

The essential aims which are why we took part in the World Congress on the Rights of Children and Adolescents are the following:

First of all to Defend and Promote the Human Rights of the children and adolescents throughout the world without any type of discrimination.

Second, emphasize the active participation of children and adolescents as our fundamental right to be considered as citizens.

On the other hand, we have considered three (3) essential objectives of the “Great Document”.

1) Create an awareness among adults that they may fight and defend our rights and call on them to work together in building an “Appropriate World for Children”.

2) Show the importance of the interactive cultural exchange we have experienced in this international meeting which has enrich Ned us personally and spiritually.

3) Awaken the importance of  peaceful living and cultural respect as regards the Human Rights of children and adolescents.

Bearing in mind the above, we would like to point out the situation in each of our countries and of Latin America in general  to focus on the various problems to be found in our countries.

An essential aspect we cannot leave out in the “Great Document” is the fact that within one week and due to constant, productive and hard work and interactivity we have been able to identify that our (participating) countries coincide in a common factor which we consider to trigger off our actual problems. This common factor is discrimination and/or exclusion, We had thought of it as being poverty, but we realized that although poverty certainly restricts the participation and Social Development it is also a consequence of different, political, social and economic situations.  Moreover, the principal aspect of poverty is that in itself, poverty acts as a discriminator since we are daily faced with the discrimination or exclusion of children and adolescents  through their socio-economic condition.

In order to define our necessities and interests as living, suffering children who need to participate in a process linked to other processes where we were confronted  with the cruel reality of not being listened to, of being discriminated and excluded ;we would like to establish a hub where we believe to be able to centralize, or at least project the motor that

impulses discrimination against children and adolescents in our countries, children and adolescents who work ,the indigenous, handicapped, especially needed or  in street situation. 

Discrimination is one of the factors to have a negative influence in the psycho social development of children and adolescents throughout the world. Considering the impact of exclusion of the society at present, we very often do not realize the harm that is done to these children and adolescents when they are excluded from communities, participation

processes thus venerating their right to be heard and their active, leading, participation.

According to the children and adolescents who represent the present, participating countries, the present situation of the children and adolescents who work, the indigenous handicapped, with special needs or in street situation is certainly far from being good.

1.Handicapped Children and Adolescents or with Special Needs

The handicapped or specially needed children are daily discriminated through their own personal characteristics. They are catalogued or qualified in different ways, which knowingly or unknowingly lead to a discrimination or exclusion from education, health care and above all from the areas where they could participate, have responsibilities and commitments  to express their opinions regarding their proposals and in defense of their rights without any restrictions or conditions. We believe that the best way for the world to consider handicapped children and adolescents with special needs as citizens with full rights is creating both culture and  of respect towards their opinions, their contributions and proposals, accepting and sincerely and honestly recognizing that they too are a part of our solutions and that they are normal human beings who have the possibility and the opportunity to participate in all the areas in which their interests can and must be heard.

2. Children and Adolescents who work.(NATs)

Work is part of our education and citizenship.  It helps us to be critical and aware of our social reality, it strengthens our role apart from contributing to our families and our countries.  Our daily task is to achieve a dignified life with justice and democracy where the rights of the children, adolescents, youngsters and adults in general are respected and not just a demagogic lecture.

We, working children and adolescents, as seen from our organized experience and joint considerations, do not think that work is bad in itself. It is the working conditions, because work did not originate today, work is rooted in the history of humanity, in our culture and in the different realities and social-economic processes we live in and are met by our people. Therefore when we ask for dignified work we are stressing the difference between what we consider exploitation and dignified work and we repudiate mixing child prostitution, child traffic, renting of children  with what is called” child labor.”

These are “crimes” which should be sanctioned and the inhuman behavior should be fought against since they do not lead to anything positive and do not dignify mankind.

We, the organized NATs of Latin America and the Caribbean not only want to be appreciated and respected but also to participate in whatever affects our families and all children and adolescents who fight to live with dignity .

YES to dignified work, NO to exploitation.  YES to protected work, NO to mistreatment and abuse. YES to humanizing work, NO to undignified conditions.  YES to recognized work, NO to exclusion.  YES to free work, NO to forced labor.

3. Children and Adolescents in Street Situation

More than a problem for our countries which we are all called upon to solve, children and adolescents in street situation are part of a reality we are all committed to reflect on.  This cruel truth reminds us there is a social debt to be paid for these children and adolescents: they are to be inserted in our national education programmes, dignified working conditions must be guaranteed for those who do so, efficient, timely and qualified health assistance, adequate nutrition and above all they are to be inserted in the areas of participation where their opinions, contributions and proposals will bear the same importance as everybody else’s and will not be discriminated.

Towards this end we want the children and adolescents in street situation to be included  in society to carry out, as all the others their right to express themselves freely, to have their own opinions, to associate and be active citizens with full rights in the society.  This society we are talking about very often rejects these children and adolescents who are in inhuman conditions that go against their personal and spiritual integrity and growth.

4. Indigenous children and adolescents

The indigenous children and adolescents are the best expression of our habits, culture and ancestral traditions that not only remind us of our origin, and where we come from make us understand who we are, where we come from and where we are going.  The children and adolescents should have the same opportunities and possibilities to participate in the political area, in areas of their own or collective interest.  Exactly these are our countries’ problems ,that the indigenous children and adolescents are not taken into account, they are not consulted as active members of our societies.  They are not taken into account when making use of the advances in technology of our days because, if this were not so, recreative and informative educational televised programmes translated into the language of our indigenous populations could be transmitted. This is one among many other factors that  discriminate and exclude indigenous children and adolescents and thus violate our basic international agreements treaties and commitments apart from our parliamentary programmes of countries and/or of national movements due to the initiative of the civil society. They should contribute to solve this problem of discrimination and exclusion that, although not the only one is one of the most alarming for our countries.

Specifying even more the problems affecting our countries we would like to point out the following:

Education

1.
Non free education excludes thousands and millions of children and adolescents of our countries from the national educational systems of each country.

2. It is not quantity but quality that matters in the education given to children and adolescents .Many educational institutions in our countries lack resources and both ethical and professional pedagogics.

3. Due to socio-economic conditions, food and transport are problems that affect education  since they are part of the decadent educational process our countries are going through.

4. The absence of Sexual and Reproductive Education and Citizen Education in the educational systems of our countries triggers off other problems such as: early pregnancy, delinquencies, drugs, abandoning homes, among others.

Health

1. Poverty in our countries is a reason for  children and adolescents not being seen to on time and efficiently in hospitals, medical centers. Through their low socio-economic condition they are not treated and hundreds of children and adolescents die every year from illnesses which were not treated in time.


2. The lack of resources in the medical centers, public hospitals, out patients wards Makes health care in our countries all the more difficult.

3. The lack of programmes and resources to prevent VIH-AIDS, ETS and many other fatal illnesses are the cause of many deaths of children and adolescents in our countries..

4. In most of our countries, indigenous children and adolescents are not provided With medical or sanitary care in their towns ,cities or in the country.


5. Handicapped children or adolescents and special needs are not treated properly or efficiently due to their condition.  They also need special attention they are not given.

Abuse and Commercial Sexual Exploitation

1. Outrageous gang traffic with children and adolescents who are prostituted or else used for child pornography is steadily growing in our countries.

2. The lack of definite actions or programmes to prevent Commercial Abuse and Sexual Exploitation in our countries, increases this crime day by day and thus the violation of fundamental rights of used and abused children and adolescents.

3. The absence of pedagogic and psychologic programmes that can be offered  in mass and free of charge to abused children and adolescents as well as to the abusers since we believe that one way to avoid the extension of abuses is incorporating abusers into the process of prevention and awareness.

Violence and Discrimination

1. The lack of educational institutes to see to handicapped children or to children 
    with special needs.

2. Ill treatment within the family towards the vulnerable and non vulnerable 

children and adolescents.



3. The violence due to political and economic crisis have a negative influence.

As a result of the above mentioned realities, we the children and adolescents who participated in the World Congress on the Rights of Children and Adolescents suggest:

1) Carry out Congresses as regards children’s rights in each of our neighborhoods then in each of the provinces, then on a national level and finally on an inter-national level to focus on our needs and demands.

2) That the campaigns held in our regions be directed by the children and adolescents themselves and for them to be according to our interests.

3) As regards the educational system, it should be adapted to the reality and context of each country promoting the socio-cultural values of each region.

4) Education should be free  and compulsory throughout the world because it is our right and we are calling upon all the governments of the world and specially of Latin America to carry out actions in order to guarantee children and adolescents of our planet this fundamental right.

5) We consider that the children and adolescents should participate in the elaboration of the annual plan of evaluation and education of our school system. 

6) .We also believe that the environmental subjects, values, traditions and citizenship, as also sexual and reproductive health education are to be compulsory in the school syllabus of Latin American children and adolescents.

7) Support the research that is being undertaken to find the vaccine against VIH/AIDS since this would ease the heavy burden on all the inhabitants of the earth.

8) As regards the audiovisual means of communication we suggest that the programmes have sub titles in the language or dialect of each country and region so that the deaf children and adolescents may enjoy them.

9) All means of communication should have educational programmes to enhance our entire formation.

10) Reestablish the role of the family while forming our personality as also interacting with the means of communication since we have to consider that although it no longer enjoys its original role, the family must fulfill its function in guiding us and discussing topics clearly and directly.

11) We can also launch simple campaigns to create awareness in all persons.  We must learn to turn off the TV or radio, we must learn not to take into account messages that harm us.  We can launch this campaign under the slogan “ Let’s turn off the TV with bad programming” at first, then with the other media, without wanting to punish, we should consider other ways.  The State is to invigilate adequate programming in the means of communication and lay down the corresponding sanctions.

12) Internet should be regulated in some way.  In the area of telecommunications the issue of the rights of children and adolescents is to be looked into that we may be protected entirely bearing in mind our mental health and our bio-psycho social development.

13) We cry out loud against abuse and sexual exploitation of children and adolescents in all the world.

14) We cry out in the same way against all kinds of discrimination and we demand that in all international events handicapped children and adolescents as also indigenous children participate the same way as those living in cities or organized in groups.

15) Promote social invigilator in all our countries in order to train children  and adolescents to participate in public instances.

16) Create and strengthen areas to participate and to lead in, where we, as witnesses of different realities can analyze, discuss and suggest solutions to our problems.

17) Unify all our efforts, that adults, children and adolescents may work together for a better world to live in.

18) We demand that children and adolescents be given the right to dignified labor, and to be respected and accepted by international organizations such as the ILO, in order not to be discriminated against.  That they stop considering poverty a crime, the same goes for child labor.  We are also against exploiting labor.

19) We demand the external debt of our countries to be cancelled and the money invested in social capital and that the social debt which grows alongside with the external debt is paid off with the money our countries have to pay for the progress and development of our regions.

Just as we have put forward proposals to solve the problems of our region we also take on commitments with the different international organizations which will facilitate the construction of a “Dignified World for Children”.

With UNICEF:

a)
Open up spaces in UNO for children and adolescents without any type of discrimination.

b)
Promote the participation of  indigenous children and adolescents as also handicapped ones in the different regional and international areas under the same conditions.

c) Inform all the organizations on a world level about the dialogue that came to be in the Congress in which we, the children and adolescents exchanged information about the facts of our countries with the present authorities.

d) Motivate the different international organizations to participate in the international Campaign for Children

With the International Organization for World Congress for the Rights of Children:

a) Carry out the II World Congress on the Rights of Children and Adolescents in Cuzco, Peru during the second week of April, 2005.

b) Guarantee that we children and adolescents take part in the organization of the event in general.

With the Global Movement for Children:

a) Coordinate actions among children and adolescents and adults to promote areas to discuss public policies.

b) Work with the World Bank to support the projects for children.

c)  The possibility to have a connecting site in Internet to exchange different experiences and issues of our interest.

d) World Campaign for education “The Great Lobby” in the areas of the members of parliament in order to share ideas and offer possible solutions regarding education  problems in our countries.

e)
Elaborate reports by the children and adolescents to evaluate the work of our governments.

With ANDI( International News Agency)

a) Incorporate children and adolescents in a weekly Latin American report on relevant news to our interests.

With the Latin American and Caribbean Network for the Defense of the Rights of Children and Adolescents:

a) Follow up on all the international agreements subscribed to by each Country of Latin America through the children and adolescents Committed to the situation of the region.

b) Integrate the network in such a way to communicate the different Information from each country regarding activities, to exchange experience and culture, to keep in contact to exchange methodology of work among.  CAUCUS offered its technical support.

Apart from this, we consider that the two (2) key commitments that we, children and Adolescents take on according to our interests are:

1. Incorporating our participation to set up the Reports on Situation of the Rights of Children and Adolescents of each country to be handed in to the Committee for the Rights of Children and Adolescents in UNO Geneva, Switzerland.

2. Integration in the Latin American and Caribbean Network for the Defense of Children and Adolescents .  Apart from the fundamental/basic aims established for a network we have set up the following:

· On the one hand promotion and Participation of Children and Adolescents in public areas.

· National Plan of Action

· Social Invigilator

· Alternative  Reports evaluating 

· On the other hand Invigilating  the fulfillment of the International Convention on the Rights of Children and the Promotion of an Appropriate World for Children.

· World Campaign for Children

· Massive Promotion Mobilizations

· Projects and Activities towards the Promotion of an Appropriate World for Childhood

