I International Encounter

 on the

 Participation of Children and Adolescents

 in Latin America

Cuenca  is to be the venue for the first International Encounter on the Participation of Children and Adolescents in Latin America.  Between the 29th of March and the 1st of April 2004, in the Hosteria Caballo Campana, children and adolescents will work on the importance of the right to participate .

45 children and adolescents representing Uruguay, Paraguay, Argentina, Brazil, Chile, Peru, Nicaragua, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras, Venezuela, Ecuador, Zambia and Angola

Hill take part in this event.

The aim of the International Encounter is to exchange, think about and learn from different

experiences of child participation in various  countries of Latin America and also to revise concepts and indicators regarding participation through the experience and opinion of

children and adolescents in order to enhance and contribute to the development of the models being carried out in the different countries.

At the end of the Encounter the Latin American Network of Child and Adolescent Organizations will be established.

The International Encounter is to be an area for the children and adolescents to have both interaction and debates. They proceed from different organizations such as School Municipalities, Student Councils or Governments, Child Labour Organizations, Children

in the follow up of National Plans of Action, Communicating Children, Children

linked to Participatory Public Budgets regarding  processes of construction,

Citizenship and democracy.

It is to be pointed out that the Convention on the Rights of Children, which was signed by 99% of the countries in the world in 1989, establishes a new paradigm to guarantee the rights of children and their total protection. In this context the right to participate has become extremely important in so far as its exercise allows for many other rights like

the formation of citizenship and a culture of peace.

The International Encounter on the Participation of Children and Adolescents is organized by Save the Children  Sweden and Defense of the Children, Section Ecuador- DNI with the support of the Municipality of Cuenca, UNECO and UNICEF.

